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Mr. SCHAFFER. Listening to the

people is something that we are cer-
tainly all about and want to do as
often as we can.

Here is a personal letter from Wes-
ton, Colorado, from someone who wrote
on this very point, and again he is very
critical of government and the Federal
system. This is a paragraph I am read-
ing from the middle of the letter from
Dr. Owens, and he says, as you can tell,
I favor smaller government and less in-
terference with State and local govern-
ments who are in a better position to
make decisions on most issues. You
people in Washington have very dis-
torted concepts of what really goes on
out in the real world. Do not believe all
you read in the polls. I have taught re-
search and statistics and we have a
saying in research: Statistics do not lie
but liars often use statistics, he says.

He is absolutely right. He says polls
can show almost anything pollsters
want them to, just as anyone can find
a passage in the Bible to support al-
most any belief. These are both pos-
sible if one takes things out of context
and ignores parts that do not suit
them.

He talks about the occupant of the
building at the other end of Pennsyl-
vania Avenue as proof of the above and
he says the people we know do not be-
lieve the approval ratings that we see
with the things going on, again down
at the other end of Pennsylvania Ave-
nue.

I have to amend the gentleman’s let-
ter a little bit to fit within the House
rules about referring to the individual
at the other end of Pennsylvania Ave-
nue directly, but again this is an indi-
vidual from Weston, Colorado, who un-
derstands full well that it is the voice
of the people that needs to be heard
over and above those of special inter-
ests.

Unfortunately, these average, reg-
ular, ordinary, every day citizens, they
are counting on their Members of Con-
gress to voice their opinions, to voice
their concerns and be the ones who are
the guardians of the public trust and a
legitimate public trust.

What they are up against, though,
and the gentleman knows this as well
as I do, is when we walk right outside
the House chamber in these lobbies
right outside the Capitol, there are le-
gions of lobbyists who are paid by var-
ious special interests to come here and
give us another viewpoint on what
America looks like from the perspec-
tive of the banks of the Potomac. For-
tunately we have the loud voices of
people like Dr. Owens in Weston, Colo-
rado, who take the time to write us let-
ters and help us keep the Congress on
an even center.

I know the gentleman hears from
many constituents who help the gen-
tleman in that regard.

Mr. HAYWORTH. I do, indeed. I
would also make the point that one of
the ironies of serving here in Wash-
ington is that especially sadly on the
left, a number of the special interest

lobbyists are subsidized with taxpayer
funds, which is one of the incredible
ironies, something we have tried to
change but the institutional inertia
here, it is an uphill battle dealing with
that. It is one of the curiosities.

The gentleman mentioned the voice
of the people and in addition to letters,
and I brought a couple down tonight,
but I just think about a variety of
radio townhall meetings we have held
lately and the subject that comes up
time and again, Mr. Speaker, is our na-
tional security; for even as our Found-
ers in that wonderfully practical and
poetic preamble to our Constitution de-
lineated that one of our constitutional
responsibilities was to provide for the
common defense.

Again, we have serious problems
here. Almost everyone I speak with
during these radio townhalls in a dis-
trict in square mileage almost the size
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
say the gentleman from California (Mr.
COX) has been working to prepare a bi-
partisan report. It was prepared in Jan-
uary or February. When will the House
move to release that because the White
House is reticent?

We must move quickly to release
that report.

Mr. SCHAFFER. Before the gen-
tleman goes on to the point about the
comment, let me just ask about these
town meetings. I hold a town meeting
in my district every week and hold sev-
eral others on top of that when we are
not in Washington, and it is a great op-
portunity to listen to thousands of con-
stituents who show up and voice these
same kind of concerns that I have read
from some of the letters.

I am curious about what the gen-
tleman called a radio townhall meet-
ing. Tell me how that works.

Mr. HAYWORTH. The challenge in
representing a district, really in square
mileage almost the size of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, is trying
to get everywhere all the time.

Mr. SCHAFFER. The gentleman’s
district is that size?

Mr. HAYWORTH. The district is that
size. Although a rancher in Show Low
said, here is a perfect slogan, a big man
for a big district, I do not exactly
think that is the case. Even I cannot
get all the way around all the time.

So several broadcasters in the area
are willing to set up programs and
quite often on a Monday or Tuesday
will set them up where constituents
from the comfort of their home or at
work or via mobile phone, if they are
out on the streets and byways, can call
in and we can discuss issues and it ac-
tually invites everyone into the town-
hall.

The past several townhalls I have
had, Mr. Speaker, again and again and
again and again, the question of na-
tional security comes up. It evokes evi-
dence that we have heard from Dr.
Owens that people are concerned. They
believe that our national security has
been frittered away. Indeed, we have
read in the press that the technology

transfers and the espionage carried out
by the communist Chinese rivals that
of the Rosenbergs in the 1950s.

While we see the drips and drabs and
the old spin game going on at the other
end of Pennsylvania Avenue, we must
move as a House, if there is reticence
in the executive branch, to release this
report.

I would point out for the record, Mr.
Speaker, that President Clinton, fol-
lowing receipt of the report from the
gentleman from California (Mr. COX)
and the gentleman from Washington
(Mr. DICKS), in a bipartisan fashion,
could have released the report imme-
diately. While there are legitimate na-
tional security concerns in terms of
not exposing our sources and means of
procuring our own information through
counterintelligence, there are still se-
rious concerns that the American peo-
ple need to know about.

Again Mr. Speaker, I would renew
the call that this House, if the reti-
cence, if the stonewalling, if the dribs
and drabs and endless spin continue
from the administration, that this
House should take every action nec-
essary, including meeting in a closed
session, if that is necessary, to vote
out this report so the American people
can understand the extent of the prob-
lem we confront.
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Because whether we worry about se-
curity in the home, security in the
school, Social Security for our seniors
in generations yet to come, under-
girding all of that is our very existence
as a constitutional republic and our na-
tional security. This House took steps
tonight to bolster our national secu-
rity, not bullet-for-bullet or bomb-for-
bomb in the Balkan theater, but to try
and avert the danger of returning to
the days of the hollow force, and it is
in that spirit we continue to work in
this House.

f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. SERRANO (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for Tuesday, May 17, and
today, on account of a death in the
family.

The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:

Mr. LIPINSKI, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. FILNER, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. MCDERMOTT, for 5 minutes,

today.
Ms. CARSON, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. DELAURO, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. HILL of Indiana, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today.
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